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Piety and rectitude became hidden like the A'nqa,M

Wickedness became overt and tyranny,

Straightness has departed from the world,

Hook and crook have taken its place.

Thy covenant with Me was not thus,

That thou shouldst rule the world thus.

As thou hast accounted My orders lightly,

Hast allowed fluctuation more or less,

Hast receded from My commands,

Hast ventured to sin against Me,

I shall now depive thee of thy office,

And shall take vengeance of thee afterwards.

For, everyone who hears My injunctions,

His ears tingle from awe of them.

By My eternity and magnificence [I swear],

By My acts, attributes, and names,

By the mystery revealed by My power,

By the light produced by My wisdom,

By My glory and magnificence, which are eternal,

By My kingdom free from decay,

That I shall take away this royalty from thee ;

I shall take thy life of sorrow.

The sins committed by thy children,

For which they are called by the name of rebels ;

I shall not forgive them their deeds,

Nor accept their penitence and wailing ;

I shall not pass over their transgressions ;

I shall not glance at their groans or sacrifices ;

I shall so leave them m the world,

That they may be an eternal example to it.

After this the allocution ceased, Shamuil went to the
Emam A'ali and informed him of the contents ; A'ali, how-
ever, resigned himself to his fate, saying: ' To Allah belongs
the government of the past and the future! He is the
most just of the just!'

In that year, which was the fortieth of Shamuil's age,
the Emam A'ali was with his children removed from the
perishable to the imperishable abode, and the government
of the people of Esrail as well as the prophetic dignity de-
volved upon Shamuil. After he had administered both these
offices during ten years, he transferred the affairs of his people
to his son Tu8.il;63 but as in those days the Jews had fallen
into an extremely weak condition, and their affairs were
retrograding, they came in great numbers to Shamuil, and

52  Name of a fabulous bird.
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